
Balsa Wood Inspection Techniques

The Thumbnail Test: Gently press your thumbnail into the wood.
Soft: Nail goes in easily.
Medium: Requires moderate pressure to dent.
Firm/Hard: Requires significant pressure, and leaves a minimal mark.

Flex Testing: Gently bend the sheet across its width. Medium-hard wood will resist 
bending.

Weight Comparison: If buying in person, hold two sheets of the same size in 
different hands. The heavier sheet is typically more dense and firmer, while the 
lighter sheet is softer (contest grade).

Color/Appearance: Medium/hard wood can sometimes have a slightly darker, 
reddish, or brownish hue, whereas very white, light-weight wood is often softer and 
weaker. 


